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at times altered, so as to bring out the essential truth, so as to
contribute to the artistic whole, the portrait of the auhor as he
sees himself, as he wants us to see him. Rousseau, who practi-
cally created autobiography as a major genrey admitted with
commendable honesty that, when his memory failed, he felt
free to use his imagination. Goethe, wisest of men, called the
story of his own life Dichtung und W&hrheit} which may be
translated as Poesy and Realism ; but also, and more plainly,
Fiction and Truth.

A historian loses standing as a scholar if he accepts uncriti-
cally facts which are demonstrably false. But the literary qual-
ity of his work is not affected thereby; and that quality is essen-
tially the power to create or re-create life, which is the virtue of
dramatist and novelist. The first books of Livy are full of very
definite stories which were piously reproduced by all historians
for nearly eighteen hundred years, and which we now consider
to be mythical. In this, Livy was honestly deluded, or half-
deluded ; but he must have known beyond peradventure that he
had no authority for all the fine speeches which he ascribed to
his heroes. He "reported" them, because they fitted the scene
as he conceived it, and especially because he was a master of
eloquence. Lamartine, in this a true disciple of Livy, related in
detail a last supper of the Girondists for which there is no evi-
dence, but which has almost the quality of a Platonic dialogue.
To pay off his huge debts, he concocted a series of popular
biographies, and published, one year a Columbus (1862), the
next a William Tell (1863). Now, William Tell happens to be
a myth; but that would not have invalidated Lamartine's story
any more than it disposes of Schiller's tragedy; the book is
weak, not because it is fictitious, but because it is hackwork
Carlyle, in his French Revolutiony described with the vividness
of an eye-witness the sinking of the Veng&wr. He found out
afterwards that, with the rest of Europe, he had been fooled
by the brazen prevarications of Barere. His lurid version of the
episode thus passed from straight history into historical fiction.